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REPUIJLICAX PLATFORM.

Tte Republican ol the United Slates,
assembled by their delegates in National
convention, pause on the theshold of their
proceedings to honor the memoiy of their
first great leader, the immortal champion
of liberty and the rights of the people
Abraham Lincoln: and to cover also
wilbwreaths of imperishable remembrance
and gratitude the heroic names of later
leadqrs, who have mote recently been
called away from our councils Grant,
Gariield, Arthur, Logan and Conkling.
May their memories be faithfully cher
ished.

We also recall with our greetings and
with prayer for his recovery the name ol
one of our living heroes whose memory
mil be treasured in the history both of
Republicans and of the Republic the
name of that noble soldier and favorite
son of victory. Philip II Sheridan.

In the spirit of those great leaders, anil
of our own devotion to human liberty, and
witn mat hostility to all forms ol despot-
ism and oppression which is the funda-
mental idea of the Republican nartv. we
send fraternal congratulations to our fel
low Americans of Brazil upon their ureat
act ol emancipation, which completed the
abolition of slavery throughout the two
American continent. JWe earnestly hope
that we may soon congratulate our fellnw- -

Cltiiens of Irish birth upon the peaceful
recovery of home rul for Ireland.

We affirm our unswerving devotion to
the National Constitution and to the in.
dissoluble Union of the states : to the au-

tonomy reserved the slates under the Con-
stitution : to the personal rights and liber-
ties of citizens in all the States and Terri-torie- s

in the Union, ami especially to
tho supreme anil sovereign riuht of
every lawlul( citizen, rich or poor,
native pr foreign bom, white or black, to
cast one free ballot r. public elections,
and to have that ballot duly counted. We
hold the free and honest popular ballot,
and (he lust and eaual renreaenlAtinn nf
all the people, to be the foundatiou of our
republican government, and demand ef-

fective legislation to securn the intent. Iv
and, purify cf elections, which are (he
fountains of all nubile auth'iri-v- . V
charge that the present administration
and the Democratic majority in Congress
owe their existence tu the suppression of
the ballot by a criminal nullification of the
Constitution and laws of tho United
States.

We are uncompromisingly in favor of
the American system of protection. We
protest against its destruction proposed
by the president and his parly. Thrv

(he interests of Europe; we will
(serve the interests of America. Wc

the issues and cniihdently appeal to
me pcupiciur ineir judgment. 1 lie prote-
ctive-system must be inaiiita'neil. Iu
abandonment has always been followed - ..- - v 1UUIIIIUU

all interests,
those usurer llin shi-ni- r n ..:.....

too dancerous
tho general business, tho labor and the
farming interests the country, and ue
heartily endorse tho consistent anil
patriotic actions of the Republican Rup
resentatives m Congress opposing i
passage.

Wo condemn the nrnnnsiiion nf tin.
Democratic party to place wool the
list, and we insist that duties thereon
shall be adjusted and maintained 10 lo

full adequate protection to
that industry.

The Republican party would efFect a'l
needed reduction of the National levrnueby ropeahng tho taxes tobacco, which
are an annoyance aud burd. ti agriculture,
and the tax upon spinis used in the arts

mechanical sovcrei?n
revision of tho will tend check
imports of such as ore produced by
our people, tho production of which gnus
employment to our labor, and release Irmii
import duties those articles of lnrmnn pro.
duotion (exoept luxuries) the hl.e of which
can not be produced at home. If iln-r-

shall still romniii a lartrci thin is
requisite for the uatits ol thogovoniM.ciit
we favor tho entire repeal of internal
taxes rather than the suir.-nde-r of

nart of our proteomu at
tho joint behest of the whisky tunes anl
tho agents of nianufaeituers.

c declare our Iiotilnj to the iiumiIiio.
noii iuiu 1111s couiury 01 mrelgu contiacl

and of Chinese labor, alien our
civilization and our Constitution, and u
demand the rigid of the rx
isting laws against It, and f.ior such

lecislatiou us will exclude sorh
labor from our shores.

We declare our opposition to all eonmin.
atious of capital organized in tr
wise, to control arbitrarily the ion. Inn. o
of among our ci'izen, nml com
mend to CongreHi and the titi ,

atures, 111 their repecu.e
suoh legislation promt Hie ir, .,,

tlonof all scheinvs toopjres-th- e l.- - in- - j
undue charges on tlimr Mippt e , .,
just rates for the . f 11 ,,
products to marxet. !i.i 'o c
lilatiou by Congress 1,1 pn v. , ik v

t burdens and nndoi '

'THE BEST

twecn the States.
We reaffirm the policy of appropriating

the public lands of the United Stales to be
homesteadb for American citizens and set-

tlers, not aliens, which the Republican
parly established in 1862, against the
persistent opposition of the Democrats in
Congress, and which has brought cir great
Western domain into such
development, The restoration of unearn-
ed land grants to the public for
the use of actual settlers, which was begun
under the administration of President Ar
thur. should be continued. We deny that
the democratic party has ever restored one
acre to the people, but declare that by the
joint action of republicans and democrats,
about fifty millions ol acres of unearned
lands originally granted for the construc-
tion of railroads have been restored to the
public domain, in pursuance of the condi-

tions inserted by the republican party in
the original grnls. We charge the dem-

ocratic administiatinn with failure to exe-cut- s

the laws securing to settlers titles to
their homesteads, and with using appro- -

ri.linn. (tT llliftt niipnni. tn haraS9
innocent settler .with spies and prosecu-
tions Under fals'r prettnee of exposing
fral'ds and vindicAiii.'' the law.

T.he government by Con8re" ' the
Terri tones is based upon nt'?i1y on''
to the end that they may berorit; States
in the Union; therefore, whenever Hie con'
.J:.:.... -- .. . ...uiiiuus.ui puumauon, material resourci
public intelligence and morally are
as to secure a stable local govermneut
ineremr me people ol such Territories
should be .permitted, a rifcht inherent i'
them, to fot, m for themselves a constitution
and State government, and be admitted
into the Union. Pending the prepara.
tion for Stavehood. all nffir-- r ,,nf
snoud be selected from the bona fide
residents and citizens ol the Territory
wherein they am to serve. South Dakota
should of right bo immediately admitted
as a State in the Union, under tho con-
stitution framed and adontrd hv thJ
people, and we heartily indoise the action
of the Republican in twice
passing bills for her admission. The
refusal of the Democratic House of
Kepresentatives, for partisan purposes, to
favorably consider these bills, s a willful
violation of the aacred Amerirnn
oflocal and merits ih
condemnation of all just men. The
pending bills in the Senate for acts to
enable the people of Washington, North
Dakota and Montana Territories to form
constitutions should be passed without
unnecessary delay. The republican party
pieiigea uscii 10 ao an in its power to fa-
cilitate the admission of the territnrir-- n(
Now Mexico, Wyoming, Idaho and An-- 1

..i4.. ,u hju ciijuymeui 01
as states, such of them as ste now quali-fie-

as soon as possible, and the others as
soon as tney may become so,

Thn nnliliVnl nnw.. .f v.u f.1rn...n' fwi.t.. bitsby general disaster to excopt church in tho territories, as experienced in
of tho and WUhnnnii. iom.n. f...
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to divorce political from the ecclesias-
tical power, and tha stunn nut -

attendant of po'.ygamyf
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well as for the bayment of the maturing
public debt. This policy will give em.
ployment to our labor, activity to our va-

rious industries, tucrease the security of
our country, promote trade, open new
and direct markets for our produce, and
cheapen the cost of We
affirm this to be far better for our country
than the democratic policy of loaning the
government money without interest to
"pet banks."

The conduct of foreign affairs by the
present administration has been distin-
guished by its melliciencyand Us coward-

ice. Having withdrawn from the Senate
all pending treaties effected by republican
administration for the removal foreign
burdens and restriction upon our com.
meice and fr it into better
markets, it has neither eliected nor pro-

posed auy others 111 their stead. Profess-

ing adherence to the Monroe doctrine, it
has seen with idle complacency the exten-
sion of foreign iollueuce in Central
America, uml of foreign trade everywhere
am ini our neihhyrs. It has" refused to
charter, ianction or encourage any Amer-

ican organization for constructing the
Nicaragua canal, a work ot vital import
ance to the maintenance of the Mi-nro-

doctrine, and of our national influence in
Central and South America, and neces
sary for the development of trade
our Pacific territory, America
nml unh iht; inlands aud further coasts ol-

such ' be Pacific Ocean.
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We arraign the present democratic

,t'at'on f"r ta weak unpatriotic
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nriviLt to wmch ournshine vessels

re tied" ... Canadian, port, under the
reciprocal maritimetreaty ut iolo, and the comity oflegislation ol I830,

nations, and wh.en '(fWsclo receive 111 the ports
States. We condemn the tho

piesent admimstr.ttion and the a. v.,
majority in Cougre-- . tnuard out h

. ., . . . .. "Irian . xnnr. .. ..,.. rt . . . .1 . I .....M. -

otic, uud as tending to destroy a valuab.
national industry, and ao indispensable
resource ol defense agaiust a foreign
fiiriiiy.

The name of America applies altt,r to
all. citizens nf the republic, and imposes
upon alike the same obliftatiomt of
obedience to the laws. At the same tine
dial tuizensliiii is and must be tie pan- -

ti ply and safeguard liim who wears it,
t nd protect Mm, whether high or low,
i .eli or tiojr, in bis civil rights. Itsliould
: itui inn-,- afford Into i totection at hi 'me,

1 aid follow and prntcet him abroac1 in
vhatever iaml he nmy be on a lat vful
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